Gordon Grdina’s Box Cutter

Gordon Grdina’s Box Cutter cuts through stylistic boundaries.  The players weave in and out of free-form improvisations, grooves, and lyrical melodic statements with equal enjoyment. The band leaves no stone unturned, making use of every possibility that presents itself. This is a band that loves to improvise. It will make music out of anything: the sound of wind, a chime, a feel, a phrase, a tune... Box Cutter feels equally at home making music out of pure sound and texture as making a soulful melody sing. 

The music takes the listener somewhere surprising yet not totally unfamiliar.  Styles and genres blend together with recognizable sections mixing into new combinations of sound.   They are careful to leave resting spaces of familiarity that allow listeners to get their bearings before setting off once again. 


Box Cutter treats each piece as an organic entity that develops with its own intent and purpose.  This allows seemingly disparate concepts to coexist with sympathy and purpose.  There are textural soundscapes that wash into polyrhythmic grooves, soulful ballads that climax into washes of sound, spacious vignettes that teeter on the edge of tonality, and songs filled with unexpected harmonic twists and turns. This music is for your head and your soul.  

The music is infectious and draws the listener in. Fans of straight ahead jazz find lots of structure, logic and direction to hold their attention while enjoying textures and spaces well outside the mainstream.  Avant-Garde aficionados can find enough ingenuity and surprise amongst the free improvisations to appreciate the more familiar spaces. Even fans of experimental rock music find enough groove and variety to warrant exploring the unfamiliar textures and polyphony.  The quartet opens doors for listeners, guiding them from their respective comfort zones into unfamiliar territory. 

The Gordon Grdina’s Box Cutter has just finished recording its debut CD due for release in the fall of 2006. They have performed at the Vancouver International Jazz Festival, TD Canada Trust Jazz Festival Press Conference, Sweet Basil Jazz Festival, Zula Productions Spectra Nova Series, Rime, Vancouver East Cultural Center, and recorded for a live CBC national broadcast.
Bios
Gordon Grdina is a Vancouver based guitarist that has toured extensively throughout the Pacific Northwest and Western Canada.  His sound is a combination of his interests in mainstream jazz, free-form improvisation and Arabic Music. He is a well respected contributor to the jazz and world music scenes constantly being sought out for projects that need a fresh sound.   After receiving his bachelor’s of music from Capilano College, and spending his third year abroad at Western Washington University under Chuck Israel’s tutelage, he became a protégé of Gary Peacock’s (Albert Ayler, Keith Jarrett, Paul Bley) for 4 years. He leads the Vancouver groove trio Loose Acoustic www.looseacoustic.com which have recorded two critically acclaimed CD’s. He is also a member of the Arabic/Persian/Indian ensemble Sangha, www.sanghamusic.com in which he performs on the Arabic Oud.  They have just released their first Cd ‘Omid’.  In 2003 Gordon released the Grdina Trio on Plunge records www.plungerecords.com a chamber/free-jazz group that was a direct exploration of his studies with free-jazz pioneer Gary Peacock.  This group has since developed into the current project Box Cutter. As a freelance musician Gordon has performed or recorded with Eyvind Kang, Chuck Isreals, John Stowell, Francois Houle, Kate Hammett-Vaughan, Jesse Zubot, Chris Gestrin, Jon Korsrud, Dylan Van der Schyff, Jon Bentley, and Karen Plato.
Francois Houle’s clarinet playing reflects his ongoing interest in jazz experimentalism, contemporary classical vocabularies and instrumental extended techniques.  He has worked with Marilyn Crispell, Evan Parker, Georg Grawe, Dave Douglas, Myra Melford, Mark Dresser, Phil Haynes, Joelle Leandre, Tony Wilson, Safa, Vancouver New Music Ensemble and Standing Wave.  Houle has toured Europe, USA and Canada extensively.  His recordings have received enthusiastic reviews from the international press and have been nominated for Juno Awards and Pacific Music Industry Awards.
Karlis Silins is a well established member of the Vancouver musical community performing regularly in the mainstream/free jazz, latin, hip hop and funk scenes.  Karlis is mainly an acoustic/electric bassist but is also an accomplished turntableist. He has performed with local jazz artists Kate Hammett-Vaughn, Brad Turner, Dee Daniels, George McFetridge, and Ron Samworth. He spent three years with the Bruno Hubert Trio and Eastwind ensembles and is currently involved with The Brian Horswell Trio, Grease Munke, Zigabooty, and Copastatic. Silins has recorded for CBC Radio's Hot Air with Australian pianist Glyn MacDonald, the Jakob Trio, and Valeria Matzner in the Brazilian group Espiritu do Brazil . He has toured Canada with Sony Records hip-hop artist Kyprios, opening for Naughty By Nature and The Black Eyed Peas. 

Kenton Loewen is constantly exploring different musical possibilities. He has been a regular contributor to the Vancouver improvising music community being part of local groups Adios, Coat Cooke Quartet and Trio, and Georgio Magnenesi. As a free-lance musician he has worked with Ron Samworth, JP Carter, Stefan Smulovitz, Chris Kelly, Peter Hannan, and Francois Houle. 
Kenton has also been a part of many successful bands to come out of Vancouver. He is part of Submission Hold an experimental improvising punk rock group, Po’ Girl a Jazz/Country/Folk Group and Punk Group Josh Martinez and the Pissed Off Wild. Each of these groups has toured throughout Canada, the United States and Europe and has sold between 20 and 25000 CD’s.
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