East Van Strings


East Van Strings is Gordon Grdina- guitar/oud/composition, Jesse Zubot- violin, Eyvind Kang, viola, and Peggy Lee, Cello. The music written for East Van Strings originally came out of an appreciation for the string quartets of Bartok, Webern and Berg.  Inorder to create something that came out of the personal experience of listening to these composers the pieces were based on short melodic motifs that were then intuitively and organically developed. The music is intended to pay homage to these composers in some small way yet be open-ended to allow for a large portion of the development to be created by the Improvisers. 

Since this original inception the material has started to develop on its own taking inspiration from a wide range of sources.  Everything from Berg, free jazz, Arabic taqasim, Indian rhythmic cycles, to Philip Glass is included.  The inclusion of a wide source of influences, group improvisation, and the unique personality of each of the members has developed into a unique ensemble with a very broad range of expression.

The ensemble is planning a fall 2006 Western Canadian tour in preparation for its debut recording.
Gordon Grdina is a Vancouver based guitarist/oudist that has toured extensively throughout the Pacific Northwest and Western Canada.  His sound is a combination of his interests in mainstream jazz, free-form improvisation and Arabic Music. He is a well respected contributor to the jazz and world music scenes constantly being sought out for projects that need a fresh sound.   A protégé of Gary Peacock’s, he is set to release a recording with Gary Peacock and Paul Motian on Songlines in early 2006. He leads the Vancouver groove trio Loose Acoustic www.looseacoustic.com which have recorded two critically acclaimed CD’s. Gordon plays the Oud in the Arabic/Persian/Indian ensemble Sangha, www.sanghamusic.com they have just released their debut Cd ‘Omid’.  In 2003 Gordon released the Grdina Trio on Plunge records www.plungerecords.com a chamber/free-jazz group that has since developed into the current project Box Cutter a genre bending modern free/jazz quartet. As a freelance musician Gordon has performed or recorded with Eyvind Kang, Chuck Isreals, John Stowell, Francois Houle, Kate Hammett-Vaughan, Jesse Zubot, Chris Gestrin, Jon Korsrud, Dylan Van der Schyff, Jon Bentley, and Karen Plato

Jesse Zubot, of Vancouver, B.C., is a member of the acoustic roots group 'Zubot & Dawson'. Their recent recording was produced by Lee Townsend (Bill Frisell, John Scofield) and released on True North Records in Canada. Zubot is also a member of the Great Uncles of the Revolution which includes well-known Toronto bassist Andrew Downing and trumpeter Kevin Turcotte.  Both groups are Juno Award winners.  Beyond this he has been heavily involved in improvisational, folk and contemporary music having recorded and performed with the likes of Kelly Joe Phelps, Eugene Chadbourne, Tony Wilson, Torsten Muller, Dave Douglas, Radiogram, Dylan van der Schyff, Kid Koala, Jim Byrnes, Chris Gestrin, Veda Hille, Francois Houle, Bob Brozman, The Buttless Chaps, Po' Girl, Ox, Debashish Battacharya, Viktor Krauss, Oh Susanna, Gerry Hemingway, JP Carter and countless others.  At the 2003 National Jazz Awards, Jesse won 'violinist of the year'.

Some of Jesse's performance highlights of the past few years include the Monterey Jazz Festival, Era Jazzu (Wroclaw, Poland), the Montreal International Jazz Festival, the New York Guitar Festival, Traz & Folk Fest (Rudolstadt, Germany), Dobrofest (Trnava, Slovakia), the Atlantic Jazz Festival (Halifax, NS) & the International Folk Festival (Spilimbergo, Italy).

Eyvind Kang leads many projects, and has recorded and toured with the Bill Frisell Quartet, Robin Holcomb, The Secret Chiefs, Beck, Mr. Bungle, Blonde Redhead and John Zorn. He has two CDs on the Tzadic label. Eyvind graduated from Cornish College of the Arts in 1992.

Peggy Lee. Upon arriving in Vancouver in 1989, Peggy Lee has participated in numerous creative projects. She is a member of Talking Pictures and the Tony Wilson Sextet.  As well, she performs with the NOW Orchestra, who have made their musical presence felt through their work with Barry Guy, Rene Lussier, Koch, Shutz & Studer, and Butch Morris. Lee also works with Standing Wave, a new music ensemble dedicated to performing new written works, principally by Canadian composers.  Other performance collaborations include work with electo-acoustic composer Paul Dolden, trumpeter Dave Douglas and pianist Paul Plimley.  In addition to her SPOOL recording with Dylan van der Schyff (These Are Our Shoes), Lee has also recorded with Talking Pictures, Vinny Golia, the NOW Orchestra with Barry Guy and with Rene Lussier, Carlos Zingaro, and François Houle's John Carter Project, which features Dylan van der Schyff, Mark Dresser and Dave Douglas.
